
Utrecht, 11 december 2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Subject: Harry Bout 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Ms. Jennifer Granholm, 
 
After having served nearly 23 years in prison for the killing of  Mr. Iwuagwa in 1985 we believe that 
Harry Bout should be allowed a commutation of his sentence. Although a Dutch citizen, Bout has 
spend most of his life in the United States after his parents left Holland in the early sixties. But even 
after all these years behind bars, his ties with Holland have remained strong. In order to be released 
from prison and to be transferred to his homeland we would like to make an appeal to the governor of 
Michigan granting the immediate commutation of Bout’s sentence.   
 
We wish to make clear that we fully respect the Michigan authorities in their quest for a better a safer 
society. However we firmly believe that Bout, serving life without de possibility of parole, should be 
granted the chance to make up to society in the best way he can. 
Being for such a extensive period of time incarcerated has left Bout with serious health issues that 
could turn into a life-threatening state of illness. Inspite all the setbacks he had to face while in prison 
(his mother dead after a long illness, a few years ago), Bout never failed to make sure that he would 
do anything to make his life worth living. 
Due a lack a perspective and prospect of dying in prison, the strenght to keep up his spirit starts to 
weaken. 
 
Therefore we would like to make a statement that no one involved in this horrific case is served by a 
prolonged stay of Bout in Carson City Correctional Facility. 
Mr. Bout has been punished for almost 23 years and we think that the time has come for the process 
of rehabilitation and to put the case to a rest. 
 
 
Dear Ms. Granholm we hope that you will take in account the backround of the case and take into 
consideration the current status of commutation regulations between Holland and the US. And most 
importantly the time already served by Bout. 
 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Reverend Joop Spoor 
Stichting Epafras 


